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Issue 69, April 2019

A monthly newsletter for UCL E-Learning Champions, and anyone else interested in
learning technology, in six sections: Need To Know, Case Study, What's on,
Online & Distance Learning,Tech Focus and Questions. Please pass around and
ask colleagues to subscribe via the link at the bottom.

Need to know
Moodle Snapshots and Summer Upgrade

As in previous years, this summer a snapshot of Moodle will be taken. However, as
there are two instances of Moodle running at present there will be two snapshots.
Key dates and some useful information around this have been highlighted below,
and it is important that this is read carefully.
30th April 2019 - Legacy Moodle Snapshot (read only version)
The 'Legacy' Moodle platform will become a Moodle Snapshot (read only version)
from Tuesday the 30th April 2019. This means that while access to all material will
be retained for students the platform itself will become read only, as per other
Moodle snapshots.
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Friday 26th July 5pm – Saturday 27th July 12pm 2019 - New Moodle Summer
Upgrade
This is the standard yearly upgrade when the current version of Moodle (3.4) will be
upgraded to a new release version, Moodle 3.7.
This is a much shorter period of downtime than in the past. This is a result of the
significant improvements to both the technology and processes as part of the
introduction of 'new' Moodle last year.
Once the snapshot occurs the standard procedure for normal summer snapshots will
be followed. Tutors/administrators will be allowed editing rights for one month to hide
or edit course content, as per the guidance on the Digital Education wiki.
Updates will be provided nearer the time, but please review Moodle snapshot and
summer upgrade blog post and FAQs for further information.

New accessibility legislation applying to all UCL website content,
learning, and library systems
In September 2018 new legislation to ensure that digital content is accessible to
everyone came into effect. This means that UCL, along with all other universities, will
need to make improvements to material held within websites and online learning
environments. The rules will apply to new online content from September 2019, and
will need to be applied to existing content by Sept 2020.
Anyone responsible for online pages and files, including documents, presentations,
and videos, will need to review and update all content to meet the new standard so
that it can be accessed by people with disabilities. It is recognised that this will be a
big job and colleagues will need support and guidance, so ISD will introduce tools
which will help scan files for accessibility problems and provide feedback on how to
fix them as well as running a programme of training and awareness raising. Funding
permitting, ISD also hope to employ a team of students that departments can
engage to fix their files.
An update will be provided in due course and the support and training
programme will be published in the coming weeks. In the meantime, guidance
highlighting some of the key things you can do to make online materials more
accessible has been developed by Digital Education. e-Learning Champions may
also wish to consult the All-Party Parliamentary Group for Assistive Technology's
report Accessible VLEs: making the most of the new regulations.

Use the H5P tool to create rich interactive content on your Moodle Course
https://mailchi.mp/b803f44b8223/ucl-e-learning-newsletter-april19?e=662418efd7
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The H5P plugin will be available globally on Moodle from the 21st March 2019. H5P
is a plugin that allows for the creation of interactive content like Presentations,
Games, Quizzes and more directly within Moodle.
H5P is a good alternative to Flash and SCORM-based content which makes the
process of both creating and maintaining rich, interactive content much quicker and
easier.
The H5P website has information and examples for each activity type. Please note
that:
Not all activities will be available - to see a list of activities which have been
turned off, please see H5P activities held.
H5P activities within Moodle don't store any data in the Gradebook so you
won't be able to a view/record overall score or individual responses.
To find out more about H5P and how to use it in your course, read the H5P guide.

Legacy Lecturecast system (ESS) no longer available
As of 25th March 2019 Legacy Lecturecast (ESS) is no longer available.
Recordings from the Legacy Lecturecast system have all been migrated to the
current Lecturecast system and may be published into current Lecturecast sections.
Please see the guidance on the re-use of recordings from previous academic years.
If you have links to Legacy Lecturecast content on your webpages or Moodle pages,
these will need to be updated with new links to Live Lecturecast.
Training guides, videos and updates relating to the Lecturecast system can be found
on the Lecturecast Resource Centre wiki pages.
For any queries regarding access or finding your Legacy recordings, please email:
digi-ed@ucl.ac.uk

The Turnitin Plagiarism Plugin tool for Moodle assignments is finally
here…

Digital Education is pleased to announce that the Turnitin Plagiarism plugin tool for
Moodle assignments will be available on New Moodle from 2nd April 2019.
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This means that assignments submitted via the Moodle assignment activity can now
be checked for similarities in text and a Similarity Report generated.
Enabling this will ensure parity across assignment types in Moodle (with regards to
similarity checking) and will allow staff and students to have the ability to check all
pieces of work for similarities in text and not just those submitted via a standard
Turnitin assignment.
All staff will be able to enable the setting on Moodle assignments. However, this will
be run as a pilot as some but not all institutions that have the plugin enabled have
reported a few issues with the plugin that can be resolved, but require workarounds.
Digital Education need to ensure that these issues can be resolved and managed.
The pilot will run till the Moodle Snapshot is taken on 26th July 2019.
There are however, some caveats, please see the Digital Education Blog for more
information.
For guidance on using the tool, please refer to the guide - Moodle Assignment with
Turnitin integration,
A student guide is also available.

Case Study
The UCL Teaching and Learning Portal contains news, resources, case studies and
more to help you develop your teaching at UCL.
Submit a case study to the UCL Teaching and Learning portal.
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Using smart phones to help international students develop science
communication skills
This approach saw international students taking the Chemistry module of the
Undergraduate Preparatory Certificates for Science & Engineering (UPCSE) use
their mobile devices to produce video-based lab reports rather than a traditional
written scientific report.
The main goal was to develop students’ oral presentation skills and give them an
opportunity to work in a team. Production of a video report offered students an
alternative way to communicate experimental findings whilst trying a new approach
that was technology-based and applicable to professional working practice.
For more information visit the UCL Teaching and Learning portal.

What's on (and what's gone...)

APT conference 1st July: call for papers
This year, for the first time, the Academic Practice and Technology (APT) conference
will be held at UCL. The call for contributions for the 17th conference is now open.
"The changing roles of educators in higher and further education: the shape of
teaching today” will take place on Monday July 1st 2019, and contributions are
https://mailchi.mp/b803f44b8223/ucl-e-learning-newsletter-april19?e=662418efd7
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invited from colleagues who are pushing boundaries and critiquing their practice.
View information and download the call for papers

Moodle assignment and Turnitin training
The Digital Education team is running two new training courses, Hands on with
Turnitin Assignment and Hands on with Moodle Assignment. Each session is
practical, offering experience of the process of submitting, marking, returning marks,
engaging with feedback, and managing records from a staff and student perspective.
The courses are relevant to Tutors and Course Administrators who are new to online
marking or need to refresh their knowledge.
Register through the HR Single Training Booking System or follow the links below:
Hands on with Turnitin Assignment
Hands on with Moodle Assignment
If you would like to arrange bespoke training for you and your colleagues please
email digi-ed@ucl.ac.uk.

More than just a Lecture Capture system…
You don’t have to record your lectures
to make use of Lecturecast
engagement tools. Lecturecast is more
than just a lecture capture system, it
allows staff to transform their content
(even the PowerPoint slides you
already use) into an interactive
experience allowing students to
actively engage in class.
To find out more, sign up for the
Lecturecast - dynamic teaching using
the Active Learning Platform tools trainings course run by Digital Education Services.
image source: https://www.flickr.com/

Online & Distance Learning
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Our FutureLearn MOOCs are free to study and open to all. If you’re a member of
staff, delivering a MOOC can be an exciting way to engage the public and promote
understanding and use of UCL research. UCLeXtend, meanwhile, is UCL’s publicfacing learning platform and supports delivery of our range of non-credit bearing Life
Learning CPD and short courses.
If you’re interested in developing a MOOC or offering short courses via UCLeXtend,
please contact the UCLeXtend team.

Introduction to GDPR: General Data Protection Regulation
29th April 2019 (3 weeks)
Learn how to handle data in the digital economy safely, securely and respectfully.
Sign up via FutureLearn

Work towards the e-Learning Baseline
To help staff ensure their Moodle courses meet the UCL e-Learning Baseline, the
Digital Education team will be providing tips in each newsletter on small changes you
can make to your Moodle course(s). The third in this series will focus on
Assessment and how you can clearly outline assessment requirements and link to
tools and information to help avoid plagiarism.
Suggestions:
Provide an assessment outline with a clear description of the module
assessment, including schedule, criteria and submission details. To avoid
duplication this might include a link to a module webpage.
Provide tools and information for avoiding plagiarism - Link to the
Plagiarism and Academic Writing course, where students can check their work
for plagiarism independent of assessment submission points.
Provide online assignment submission points - Students submit electronic
documents online (Moodle / Turnitin Assignment) and provide clear guidance,
e.g. by linking to the 'Moodle for Assessment guide', so students understand
how to submit and receive feedback on their work.

Tech focus
Did you know...?
Support for Flash based content will end in 2020
The Digital Education Team receive enquiries from students and staff who
are unable to access content authored in Adobe Flash on a
https://mailchi.mp/b803f44b8223/ucl-e-learning-newsletter-april19?e=662418efd7
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fairly regular basis. Flash-based educational content is
typically embedded in SCORM packages of multimedia
materials that departments have elected to host in Moodle.
These packages are usually authored by external suppliers
and for this reason are not supported by Digital Education.
Flash has fallen out of favour in recent years and major browsers are now making it
increasingly difficult for Flash material to be accessed.Often giving security warnings
and requiring specific permission from users before allowing Flash content in the
browser. Adobe have announced that support for flash will end in 2020.
Digital Education strongly recommends that any courses relying on Flash content for
any part of their delivery be reviewed and that these reviews are given a high priority.
This is particularly important where the inability to access Flash might make a
material difference to students' grades.
Generally it's important to be aware that courses relying on digital content need a
process of technical review built into their maintenance. If materials are produced by
external contractors/specialists discussions with these suppliers should include how
the materials they supply can be maintained and/or modified.

Questions
I will be running an exam on Moodle, do I need to inform Digital Education
Services?
Yes, this is to ensure that Digital Education
have a log of where and when the exam is
taking place and who to contact if for any
reason there is planned downtime on Moodle.
It also ensures that Digital Education have
support available if needed during the period
the exam is running. To inform Digital
Education about your exam, complete the
Exam Notification form available under the
staff help menu in Moodle.
For more information on running online
exams in Moodle, please see the guide Moodle Quiz for online exams
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Email

Twitter

Website

Subscribe to this mailing list (or unsubscribe below).
Questions or comments? Email Digital Education at digi-ed@ucl.ac.uk or call the ISD Service Desk 020
7679 5000 (ext. 25000).
Can’t read this email? Read this and previous newsletters on the UCL Wiki.
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