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January issue
Issue 56, January 2017

A monthly newsletter for UCL E-Learning Champions, and anyone else interested in
learning technology, in six sections: Need To Know, Case Study, What's on,
Online & Distance Learning,Tech Focus and Questions. Please pass around and
ask colleagues to subscribe via the link at the bottom.

Need to know
Proposals for the next UCL Education Conference due 30 January 2018
Improving Assessment and Feedback & supporting UCL students in their studies

All staff and students are warmly invited to present in a range of formats about any
issue pertinent to teaching and learning, and sessions are designed to facilitate
discussion among the whole UCL community.
The UCL annual Teaching and Learning conference is being relaunched as the UCL
Education Conference, to reflect a more holistic approach to the student experience.
The next conference will be held on 17 April 2018.
Staff are encouraged to co-present with their students.
Register or submit an abstract.
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Case Study
Getting it right: Guidelines (and case studies) for Online Assessment

Online teaching and assessment in some form is now a mandatory component of the
workload of many teachers in tertiary education, and one that is only likely to
increase in size and significance.
Tertiary teachers are increasingly expected to assess students using online tasks
and tools and frequently adapt these from traditional methods. Effective online
assessment can offer a range of benefits to both students and teachers including
more interactive assessment and feedback, increased efficiency and reduced
workload, the ability to meet the needs of increasingly diverse learners, and the
opportunity to use new technical and pedagogical skills. However, online tools are
constantly being invented and updated and teachers frequently lack not only
knowledge of online tools and how they can be best deployed, but also structured
developmental opportunities to learn to use them in their teaching.
Read case studies from the guidelines for online assessment.

The UCL Teaching and Learning Portal contains news, resources, case studies and
more to help you develop your teaching at UCL.
Submit a case study to the UCL Teaching and Learning portal.

What's on (and what's gone...)
An Introduction to Lecturecast

http://mailchi.mp/cf17c63d9749/ucl-e-learning-newsletter-january-2018?e=ee65d7339b
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Most of UCL's larger centrally bookable lecture spaces are now equipped with
Lecture recording system. These facilities allow Tutors to book recording of lectures
and make them available via the web. These can provide an excellent resource to
check students' understanding of content during their lectures and revise towards
their exams.
This course covers the practical aspects of the recording and publishing cycle and
will be useful to tutors who have already booked recordings as well as those who
want to to learn more about the service.
Sign up to a Lecturecast training session now.

New Digital Skills course dates for 2018
ISD Digital Skills Development has course dates
available for the New Year. As usual, a wide range of
courses are available covering Excel, Matlab, LaTeX,
Photoshop, R and more. New dates are once again
available for Unix courses which were absent from last
term's schedule.
For more details, visit the latest Digital Skills Development blog post.

Action on Feedback
This Moodle course provides resources and information to help staff give good
quality feedback to students. It contains materials to use with students and links to
other useful resources and research papers.
Access the online course.

Getting it right: guidelines for online assessment (webinar)
David Snell and Jane Terrell (Massey University, New Zealand)

http://mailchi.mp/cf17c63d9749/ucl-e-learning-newsletter-january-2018?e=ee65d7339b
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This session explored findings and tools developed for an Ako Aotearoa project on
developing guidelines for assessment in higher education as well as an online tool
that provides guidance to teachers in deploying online assessment tools.
Effective online assessment can offer a range of benefits to both students and
teachers and getting it right is critical in supporting students' learning and ensuring
their retention and success. Two resources; the Guidelines for Online Assessment
and Online Assessment Tool Selector (OATS) have been developed as a way to help
teachers to review and redevelop their online assessment practices using a range of
tools and in contexts that NZ tertiary teachers will be familiar with. Drawn from the
New Zealand context, the guidelines are designed to either stand alone, or to be
used in conjunction with the web-based OATS, available at http://oats.net.nz.
The session covered the development and use of both tools which were part of a
multi-institutional Ako Aotearoa project in 2016.
Watch the webinar recording and access related resources.

Online & Distance Learning
Why We Post: the Anthropology of Social Media
15th January, 5 weeks
Discover the varying uses of social media around the world and its consequences for
politics, relationships and everyday life.
Sign up at FutureLearn

Making Babies in the 21st Century
Starts 22nd January for 4 weeks
Investigate new reproductive technologies, the opportunities they provide, and the
profound social challenges they pose.
Sign up at FutureLearn

Global Prosperity Beyond GDP
http://mailchi.mp/cf17c63d9749/ucl-e-learning-newsletter-january-2018?e=ee65d7339b
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Starts 26th February for 4 weeks
Reflect on how it’s possible to think beyond the concept of GDP and build a better
world that focuses on prosperity, not wealth, and works better for more people and
the planet.
Sign up at FutureLearn

Perioperative Medicine in Action
Starts 23rd April for 4 weeks
With material and activities targeted at healthcare professionals in a variety of
disciplines and endorsed by the Royal College of Anaesthetists, the course explores
the concept of perioperative medicine and how to improve care for high risk surgical
patients.
Sign up at FutureLearn

Tech focus
Did you know...?
Lecturecast has no more yearly archiving or deletion.

Recordings and other content created in the new system will be held for a
rolling seven year period following the last time
the material was accessed. For material to be automatically deleted it would need to
sit un-viewed for seven years.
Read more about the new Lecturecast ALP system.

Questions
Is there a limit on Lecturecast recording duration?
The maximum duration of a single recording is 4 hours. Events booked in CMIS
longer than 4 hours will appear as non-bookable in the Lecturecast scheduler.
Events longer than 4 hours should be broken down to chunks of less than 4 hours in
CMIS to make them bookable via the Lecturecast scheduler.
Currently the scheduler advises users to contact the Lecturecast team for scheduling
recordings more than 4 hours in length, the team will assist in making these
bookings during the first term of the 2017/18 session, but subsequently will expect
users to make the necessary adjustments in their CMIS bookings allowing them to
http://mailchi.mp/cf17c63d9749/ucl-e-learning-newsletter-january-2018?e=ee65d7339b
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schedule their own recordings.
Read more Lecturecast FAQs.
Have you got ideas or experience here?

If so, please do share them, either via the Twitter hashtag #elearningUCL or via
the Moodle Users forum.

Email

Twitter

Website

Subscribe to this mailing list (or unsubscribe below).
Questions or comments? Email Digital Education at digi-ed@ucl.ac.uk or call the ISD Service Desk 020
7679 5000 (ext. 25000).
Can’t read this email? Read this and previous newsletters on the UCL Wiki.
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