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July issue
Issue 50, July 2017

A monthly newsletter for UCL E-Learning Champions, and anyone else interested in
learning technology, in five sections: Need To Know, Learning, What's on,Tech
Focus and Questions. Please pass around and ask colleagues to subscribe via the
link at the bottom.

Need to know

Moodle Summer 2017 Snapshot and Upgrade

From 17:00 on Friday 21st July 2017 Moodle will be unavailable to all staff and
students, until midday Sunday 23rd July. Moodle may be returned to service
earlier than this time, however should be considered to be at risk until the Sunday.
This is to allow the annual snapshot copy to be created, and update work on the
platform to be completed.

As in previous years, the snapshot allows staff and students to review their past
modules in read-only mode, with an initial one month editing grace period for staff to
hide content they don’t wish to be visible long-term. You can find out how to do this,
and more about the snapshot as a whole, on the Moodle Resource Centre. 
 

Learning

http://mailchi.mp/226badde940d/ucl-e-learning-newsletter-july-2017?e=[UNIQID]
https://wiki.ucl.ac.uk/display/MoodleResourceCentre/Snapshot
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E-Learning Case Study
 
Using video in an online module to encourage students to engage with research and
theory
 
An online course is helping students to engage critically with the theory and research
by using video, explains Dr Cosette Crisan from Curriculum, Pedagogy and
Assessment at the UCL Institute of Education. 
 
Read more about using video in an online module... 
 

Cloud services enable 'How to Change the World' programme to go global
 

 
 
For the last four years, the Department of Science, Technology, Engineering and
Public Policy (STEaPP) has been running a two-week programme called ‘How to
Change the World’ (HtCtW) for undergraduate engineering students in the Faculty as
part of the Integrated Engineering Programme. The aim of HtCtW is to enable
students to work in multi-disciplinary teams and collaborate to create engineering
solutions to an open-ended problem linked to a particular global challenge. 
 
Due to the success of this format, the programme is being rolled out externally.  
 
Students will generate their own audio or video podcasts exploring how solving one
or more of the Grand Challenges could impact real peoples’ lives for the better.
These podcasts will be reviewed and a selection will be promoted across a range of
professional networks and media channels, with career-enhancing benefits for
participants. 
 
Find out more about the How to Change the World going global... 
 

The UCL Teaching and Learning Portal contains news, resources, case studies and
more to help you develop your teaching at UCL. 

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/teaching-learning/case-studies/2017/feb/using-video-online-module-encourage-students-engage-research-and-theory
http://blogs.ucl.ac.uk/digital-education/2017/07/14/cloud-services-enable-how-to-change-the-world-student-programme-to-go-global/
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/teaching-learning/
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Submit a case study to the UCL Teaching and Learning portal. 
 

What's on (and what's gone...)

Accessible Moodle Theme for 2017/18

As part of a wider Accessible Moodle project, a new UCL Moodle theme is being
designed to make it more accessible for those with particular disabilities. 
 
The new theme will address some accessibility concerns by using:

Larger fonts and icons.
Off-white backgrounds to reduce glare.
High contrasting and brighter colours.
A more prominent main content area.
Icons, alongside or in place of text, to de-clutter the screen and make it easier
to identify important links and information.

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/teaching-learning/case-studies
http://blogs.ucl.ac.uk/digital-education/2017/05/17/addressing-ten-moodle-accessibility-concerns/
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Click the image below to view the proposed new design in full size. 

If you work or study at UCL and would like to provide feedback on the initial designs,
please contact j.gramp@ucl.ac.uk as soon as possible, using your UCL email
account.

Implementing Lecture Capture - What are we Learning?
 
 
Monday 11 September 2017 
University of Leicester 
10.30am - 4pm 
 
A day to share experiences of implementing lecture capture within our institutions, to
explore issues and approaches, and to discuss its impact from a pedagogical and
technical perspective. 
 
In September 2016, the University of Leicester turned on its lecture capture service.
The service provides automated recording of lectures and classes, and is

https://gallery.mailchimp.com/f5c8e1111fe9e213d74aaf090/images/e446c6f3-e970-48b6-8aaa-b392ef2b21b7.jpg
mailto:j.gramp@ucl.ac.uk?subject=Accessible%20Moodle%20Theme
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implemented as an opt-out solution in over 180 rooms on campus. This has been a
major institutional project, requiring close collaboration between teams in IT services,
Estates, AV and Digital Education. Our story is not entirely unique, but it builds on
four years of pilot projects and collective expertise that is worth sharing with the
sector. We have described our implementation in a short animation. One year on, we
invite you to come to Leicester to hear about our story and for us to hear about
yours.   
 
The breadth of the implementation covers development of policy, educational
changes in pedagogy and practice, training, support and evaluation, as well as
technical development and audio-visual installations.  At this event we aim to explore
issues and approaches with you, and develop ideas on how to progress in the future. 
 
Sign up to this lecture capture event... 
 

Tech focus

Did you know...?
 
Only re-enable Portico enrolments in Moodle just before the module runs
 
You don't need to re-enable the Portico enrolments for your Moodle course until just
prior to the next term when the module will run. 
 
The reason for this, is that six weeks into terms 1, 2 and 3 Portico enrolments will be
disabled, so this means you will need to go in and re-enable them again afterwards,
making sure you have reset the course first. 
 
Find out more about Portico enrolments in Moodle...

Questions

Will my students disappear from Moodle when Portico enrolments are
disabled six weeks into term?
 
No, all students enrolled on the Moodle course will remain on the course.
Deactivating the enrolments will just mean that anyone who suspends their studies

https://youtu.be/QEIZXn_RoSE
http://www2.le.ac.uk/offices/lli/events/upcoming-events/lecture-capture-event-monday-11-september-2017
https://wiki.ucl.ac.uk/display/MoodleResourceCentre/Enrolment+-+Portico+enrolments
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will not be automatically removed and anyone who joins the module will not be
automatically added. 
 
Removing students will usually occur as part of the end of year course reset (which
can only happen after the snapshot is taken in late July!). 
 
If you reactivate Portico enrolments in your Moodle course after August 1st Moodle
will sync the next academic year's enrolments, and remove any students associated
with the previous year's enrolments. 
 
Find out more about what happens when Portico enrolments are deactivated... 
 
 
Have you got ideas or experience here?
 
If so, please do share them, either via the Twitter hashtag #elearningUCL or via
the Moodle Users forum. 
 
 

Email Twitter Website

Subscribe to this mailing list (or unsubscribe below). 

Questions or comments? Email Digital Education at digi-ed@ucl.ac.uk or call the ISD Service Desk 020

7679 5000 (ext. 25000). 
 
Can’t read this email? Read this and previous newsletters on the UCL Wiki.
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