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March issue
Issue 46, March 2017

A monthly newsletter for UCL ELearning Champions, and anyone else interested in learning
technology, in five sections: Need To Know, Learning, What's on,Tech Focus and Questions.
Please pass around and ask colleagues to subscribe via the link at the bottom.

Need to know
Minimum effort, maximum inclusion

In case you haven't come across it before, Birkbeck for All is a brilliant, freely available resource
that, in their own words,
"...provides you with easy to follow guidance on how to create accessible learning materials to enhance
student learning. Accessible means that the materials can be accessed by students with disabilities and
specific learning difficulties (SpLDs), such as dyslexia. Making these small but important changes will
make your materials clearer and more easily understandable, which will be of benefit to all your
students, not just those with disabilities.
Discover now, how with minimal effort you can make your Moodle courses and Turnitin assignments
more accessible and inclusive."
Visit Birkbeck for All.
Please get in touch with Digital Education for support with accessibility or other aspects of the UCL E
Learning Baseline.

Learning
Peer assessment of individual contribution to group work
Staff and students across UCL are concerned about the fair assessment of students when working in
teams. The IPAC Consortium (Individual Peer Assessed Contribution of group work), led by Pilar
Garcia Souto, is a UCLwide initiative addressing this issue. It aims identify a suitable IPAC method,
develop or obtain an appropriate platform to implement it, and disseminate these across UCL and
beyond, and ultimately make the practice successful and efficient. The consortium has over 40 staff
members from 20 departments, and four ChangeMaker students, who are either contributing to the
consortium or interested on using the outcomes.
The consortium is open to you. In particular Work Packages 3 is currently reviewing digital platforms.
Please get involved.
To get involved or find out more, visit the IPAC wiki (requires UCL login).

Student digital experience tracker

How should institutions respond to students’ changing expectations of their digital environment? What
experiences at university prepare students to flourish in a digital world? What are institutions doing to
engage students in dialogue about their learning environment and to gather intelligence about their
changing needs?
Following a successful pilot with 24 institutions in 2016 a student digital tracker tool, built on resources
such as the Jisc/ NUS student digital experience benchmarking tool (pdf) and the Jisc guide to
enhancing the digital student experience: a strategic approach. The questions cover issue important to
learners and/or to staff with a focus on the learning experience.
The student digital experience tracker will allow universities, colleges and skills providers to:

Gather evidence from learners about their digital experience, and track changes over time;
Make better informed decisions about the digital environment;
Target resources for improving digital provision;
Plan other research, data gathering and student engagement around digital issues;
Demonstrate quality enhancement and student engagement to external bodies and to students
themselves.
UCL students are invited to participate in the survey and a link has been added to the UCL Moodle My
home page on the right side, after you log in. Alternatively you can access the survey directly. Please
advertise this to UCL students. The survey is open until March 31st 2017.
Read more about the student digital experience tracker survey...

Case Study
LinkedIn Masterclass  who do you want to become?
During the autumn term a group of 20 UCL UG, PG, PGR, PGT and PhD students
attended a LinkedIn masterclass workshop series designed and delivered by Miguel
Garcia, Global Instruct Manager from LinkedIn. The course consisted of six 2 hour
workshops designed to develop the right mindset and enhance skills to enable students to use LinkedIn
according to their own needs and interests. The workshops covered:
Why Should I use LinkedIn?
How do I build my personal brand?
How can I communicate effectively?
How should I connect with others?
How do I use LinkedIn to find a job or internship?
How can I use LinkedIn to develop the ultimate career plan?

The benefit of having Miguel Garcia delivering the sessions was apparent from the start  his knowledge
of LinkedIn and how it can work for an individual or an organisation is second to none! The second set
of workshops are in their final stages and there are no current plans to run these again, although if you
are interested please do contact moira.wright@ucl.ac.uk for further information.
Find out more about the LinkedIn workshops...

Promote educational enhancement by encouraging your students to
take you out to tea
UCL ChangeMakers is offering 100 £5 vouchers to students to enable them to take a member of staff

out for a tea/coffee to discuss ways to enhance their learning experience.
The meetings will provide an informal opportunity for students and staff to think together about how the
student learning experience can be enhanced and to start the process of planning a UCL
ChangeMakers project.
UCL ChangeMakers projects must be undertaken in partnership between students and staff with the
aim of enhancing the student learning experience at UCL, and in particular those areas prioritised by
the UCL Education Strategy, 20162021. Project funding of up to £1000 is available as well as student
stipends for students working on the projects.
UCL ChangeMakers is about collaboration and innovation to enhance the UCL learning experience. It
enables students and staff to work together to make changes for the benefit of everyone in the UCL
community. Any member of the UCL learning community (students or staff) can apply for a grant to
conduct a UCL ChangeMakers project.
The next deadline for project proposals is the end of Thursday 22 June 2017, and there are Q&A
sessions running throughout March to enable you to get feedback on your idea from the UCL
ChangeMakers team.
Students can apply for a £5 voucher by emailing changemakers@ucl.ac.uk, putting ‘Cup of tea’ and
their UPI in the subject line and telling us who they would like to take out for tea/coffee. The vouchers
will be emailed out on a firstcomefirstserved basis, while stocks last.
Read more on the Teaching and Learning Portal...

The UCL Teaching and Learning Portal contains news, resources, case studies and more to help you
develop your teaching at UCL.
Submit a case study to the UCL Teaching and Learning portal.

What's on (and what's gone...)
Are you (re)designing a programme this year?
CALT and Digital Education have a small HEFCE project to develop ‘ABC’ UCL’s innovative rapid
development approach to blended curriculum design and our related support activities and resources.
Part of this 16 month project is to evaluate the impact of the workshop and support methods on the
design process and outcomes. We are looking for at least four programmes who would like to work with
us on this. These could be new programmes or programmes in the process of redesign and review. We
intend this to be a productive and enjoyable process with the advantage for academic teams of getting

additional support from CALT and DE.
Interested? Contact c.p.l.young@ucl.ac.uk or vincent.tong@ucl.ac.uk
Find out more on the project and ABC...

The London ELearning Reading Group
The memorablyacronymed LERG is a monthly event which takes place on the first Thursday of the
month 6.007.30pm at a different central London university location. So far we've discussed peer
assessment, flow, discussion forums and desirable difficulty. On the schedule for future months we
have pedagogic video, quantitative tools for qualitative subjects, artificial intelligence and automation of
assessment, and classroom technologies, among other subjects.
The events are publicised via the Jiscmail M25 Learning Technology group (M25LTGROUP), and all
are welcome.

Tech focus
Did you know...?
Lecturecast is changing this Summer 2017

This summer UCL will be upgrading the Lecturecast service. We will still continue to refer to the
platform with the name Lecturecast, but if you hear someone mention the ALP (Active Learning
Platform) we hope you will make the connection.The current platform provided by Echo360 under the

UCL brand name of Lecturecast has been in service for 6 years and is nearing the end of its life cycle.
During this time, Lecturecast has provided students with over 2 million views and recorded over 17
thousand events.
More details on the advanced features of the platform will be released over the next few months. The
project will also be actively engaging with you, our users, through various existing forums, focus groups
and other events – as well as providing new online resources and training to support the changes.
Read more about the new Lecturecast system....

Have you discovered Microsoft Imagine Academy yet?

You may know it as ‘Microsoft IT Academy’ (it’s former name) or you may not know it all but either way,
it’s worth a look. This Microsoft learning platform offers a vast range of technologyrelated courses
covering all levels from complete beginners through to specialist technical courses for IT professionals.
Course delivery is via slideshows, ‘talking head’ video or screencasts. Most modules include
‘Knowledge check’ quizzes and there is also a final assessment when you reach the end of the course.
You can print transcripts to show your progress and generate course completion certificates. Other
features include closed captions and the ability to increase the speed or change the quality of the video.
There are nearly 1500 courses in the catalogue.
Find out more about the Microsoft Imagine Academy...

Questions

What would you like to see at the next UCL ELearning Champions
event?
We’re arranging another (long overdue) ELearning Champions event to bring together staff from across
UCL and would like your input.
Some ideas so far:
Short 5 min presentations from ELearning Champions and others about how they are using
technology in their teaching. Based around our Special Interest Group themes:
Assessment and Feedback;
Media and Video;
Digital Literacies;
Open Education;
Games.
Short 5 min presentations from ISD about upcoming elearning initiatives, such as the Connected
Learning Environment and new Lecturecast interface.
Let us know your ideas and thoughts in the ELearning Champions' Moodle forum...

Have you got ideas or experience here?
If so, please do share them, either via the Twitter hashtag #elearningUCL or via the Moodle Users
forum.
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Subscribe to this mailing list (or unsubscribe below).
Questions or comments? Email Digital Education at digied@ucl.ac.uk or call the ISD Service Desk
020 7679 5000 (ext. 25000).
Can’t read this email? Read this and previous newsletters on the UCL Wiki.
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