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A monthly newsletter for UCL E-Learning Champions, and anyone else interested in
learning technology, in six sections: Need To Know, Case Study, What's on,
Online & Distance Learning,Tech Focus and Questions. Please pass around and
ask colleagues to subscribe via the link at the bottom.

Need to know
A new Moodle for the new academic year
Moodle is being reconfigured over the next few months to
align it with the new Academic Model, and to make it
more responsive to the huge increase in student use.
The 2018 version will align with the new module code structure, be based on a more
up-to-date version of Moodle which is compliant with the General Data Protection
Regulation (GDPR) and include improvements to increase reliability. While the
functionality available will remain mostly the same, we also aim to improve the
experience of using it and make it more accessible.
UCL needs to retain the existing Moodle environment to support late summer
assessments and courses which run through until the autumn. This means that the
new Moodle environment which will run in parallel with the existing service from the
end of June onwards. Tools to migrate content from the existing to the new
environment will be provided, but academics and teaching support staff will need to

check their modules, resources and activities. This will need to happen between the
end of June and the start of session.
In response to students’ demand for consistency and to meet accessibility
requirements, module teams are already required to try to ensure their courses meet
the UCL E-Learning Baseline. The migration from the existing Moodle environment
to the new one is a good opportunity for colleagues to check their courses against
the baseline, and maybe to do a clean-up. The formal requirement to review and
check against the baseline will now be delayed until 2018/19, but this is also a good
chance to review and improve courses in readiness for that.
Digital Education and the Moodle Improvement project team will be developing
broader communications about the new Moodle and related activities in the coming
weeks. Keep an eye out for further information coming soon to your email inbox.

Case Study
Assessing internship experiences via video blogs (vlogs)

Students in the final year of the Arts and Sciences BASc are asked to reflect on their
experiences and the connections between knowledge they have acquired at UCL
and their internship role as part of their assessment using video blogs.
"This assignment allows students to reflect on the relationship between their
university studies and areas of work similar to those in which they may work after

graduation" - Carl Gombrich, Programme Director of the Arts and Sciences (BASc).
The rubric works well in its current form, encouraging students to link their academic
studies both to personal development and to future career plans.
Read more and watch example student Vlogs.

Gold for Icarus - UCL Simulator Scoops First Prize
Icarus - a simulation tool developed by UCL School of Management academics - has
won 1st prize in the ‘Best use of simulations or virtual environments for learning’
category at the 2017 Learning Technologies Awards.
Lynsie Chew, Programme Director (MSc Professional Accountancy), and Alan
Parkinson, Deputy Director (Education), who initiated and managed the simulator,
attended the awards on 29 November where they were awarded Gold 1st place in
their category.
The simulator, which is used in teaching on the School’s MSc Professional
Accountancy, simulates running an airport, with users able to control a wide-range of
aspects including variables such as the number of runways and the rent charged on
retail units.
Icarus was one of six simulators shortlisted at the 2017 awards.
Read more about the project on the Digital Education blog.

The UCL Teaching and Learning Portal contains news, resources, case studies and
more to help you develop your teaching at UCL.
Submit a case study to the UCL Teaching and Learning portal.

What's on (and what's gone...)
Webinar: Embedding Digital Capabilities for staff
19 March 2018
12:00 - 13:00

A 60 min tech talk hosted by the UCISA Digital Capability Group with guest
presenters Karen Barton, University of Hertfordshire and Elaine Swift,
Nottingham Trent University.
Many people are at the stage where they are about to or are already embedding
digital skills for staff. This tech talk is about the experience of two universities and
their approach of embedding DC for academics and researchers. It will also include
an audience fuelled discussion on what approaches could work for professional
service staff and ask the question, “Is there a need for a Professional Services staff
curriculum?”.
If you would like to contribute to the discussion please fill out our short survey. Due
to time restrictions, we will invite a small selection of the audience to speak on the
day.
Presenters: Karen Barton, University of Hertfordshire and Elaine Swift, Nottingham
Trent University.
Webinar tool: Skype for Business
Please register to attend.
Please note that the session will be recorded and uploaded to the UCISA
website and YouTube channel.

Online & Distance Learning
Our FutureLearn MOOCs are free to study and open to all. If you’re a member of
staff, delivering a MOOC can be an exciting way to engage the public and promote
understanding and use of UCL research. UCLeXtend, meanwhile, is UCL’s publicfacing learning platform and supports delivery of our range of non-credit bearing Life
Learning CPD and short courses.
If you’re interested in developing a MOOC or offering short courses via UCLeXtend,
please contact the UCLeXtend team.

Global Prosperity Beyond GDP (26th February, 4 weeks)
Reflect on how it’s possible to think beyond the concept of GDP and build a better
world that focuses on prosperity, not wealth, and works better for more people and
the planet.

Sign up via FutureLearn

Why We Post: the Anthropology of Social Media (16th April, 5 weeks)
Discover the varying uses of social media around the world and its consequences for
politics, relationships and everyday life.
Sign up via FutureLearn

Perioperative Medicine in Action (23rd April, 4 weeks)
With material and activities targeted at healthcare professionals in a variety of
disciplines and endorsed by the Royal College of Anaesthetists, the course explores
the concept of perioperative medicine and how to improve care for high risk surgical
patients.
Sign up via FutureLearn

Tech focus
Did you know...?
You can enable Lecturecast recordings to be downloaded by students.

By default, downloads (MP4 files of screen presentation and audio) are disabled, but
may be enabled at section level by anyone with instructor access to the section.
Note that before enabling or disabling content download, instructors should consult
their colleagues teaching on the same module and check whether or not there is a
departmental policy regarding the availability of downloadable recordings.
Read more Lecturecast FAQs.

Questions
How do I move items between tabs, without having to switch to topics
format?
If your Moodle course is in Tabs format and you have Editing turned on, you should

see 'Tab editing options' in the bottom, left of the screen.
1. Click 'Enable moving items between tabs'.
2. The cross-hair icons will change to up/down arrow icons.
3. Click the up/down arrow of the item you would like to move.
4. Click on the tab you would like to move it to.
5. You will see an arrow pointing towards a white box in every location where you
can move the item to. Click the white box where you would like the item moved
to.
6. Once you have finished moving item, scroll to the bottom of the tab and click
'Tabs editing options' and 'Disable moving items between tabs'.
7. The four-way arrow icon will re-appear against every item, indicating that drag
and drop has been re-enabled.
Find out more about moving items between Moodle sections.
Have you got ideas or experience here?

If so, please do share them, either via the Twitter hashtag #elearningUCL or via
the Moodle Users forum.
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