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Issue 60, May 2018

A monthly newsletter for UCL E-Learning Champions, and anyone else interested in
learning technology, in six sections: Need To Know, Case Study, What's on,
Online & Distance Learning,Tech Focus and Questions. Please pass around and
ask colleagues to subscribe via the link at the bottom.

Need to know

Prepare for the migration to new, improved Moodle for 2018-19
Existing and new versions to run simultaneously until end of academic year

This summer UCL are launching a brand new Moodle platform for all courses
starting in the next academic year 18/19. The new Moodle will have a structure
based on the revised module codes introduced by the Academic Model and will run
in parallel with the existing, legacy, Moodle in order to ensure continuity for Late
Summer Assessments, Masters deferrals, continuing Masters courses and summers
schools running July-September.
In addition to the normal activities to prepare Moodle courses for the start of session,
this summer course administrators and owners will be asked to migrate content to a
new Moodle platform for the 2018-19 academic year.

Teaching and administration staff who manage courses are asked to please plan
ahead and allocate time to migrate and review their courses in advance of the start
of session. The new Moodle platform will be made available in early July to allow as
much time as possible to prepare 2018-19 academic courses.
All modules with a new Academic Model code for active 2018-19 modules in Portico
will have a corresponding course in the new Moodle. Initially the new system will just
contain empty ‘shell' courses which staff can then edit or migrate content into. A
migration tool is being developed that will enable course content to be migrated
quickly and easily from the current system to the corresponding course in the new
Moodle. Non modular courses can be created, but will need to be requested. Details
of how to do this will be provided in the next couple of months.
The new Moodle will be more responsive and have a fresh and accessible theme
(look and feel). It will offer more options for navigation and use. Your existing Moodle
shortcuts and favourites will continue to work, but you will need to select either the
legacy Moodle system or new Moodle when you login.
The Digital Education team will be providing workshops, training and support for
migration activities from Go Live of the new Moodle platform.
If you have any questions please contact the project team by email
Find out more about the new Moodle – please revisit this site as it will be kept up to
date with news, FAQs and guidance.

Please complete the E-Learning Champions Survey ASAP
If you are an e-learning champion and haven't already
completed the survey that was sent out to you via email,
please do so as soon as possible, so we can start to
evaluate the responses and suggest ways the network may
be improved.
You will have received a reminder email on Friday 11
May, if you hadn't already completed it. There is a link in
this email that will take you to the survey. We have prefilled some information to make it quicker for you to
complete and it shouldn't take longer than 10 minutes.
You may remember the Digital Education Advisory team surveyed the E-Learning
Champions back in 2013 to find out what UCL's e-learning priorities were. This
helped identify key areas, such as assessment and media, for the team to focus on.
Now, we would like to see whether these priority areas have changed over time.

We would also like your ideas on how the network may better meet your needs.

Accessible Teaching Practices: Providing Access to All using Universal
Design for Learning (UDL)
A new course, to help UCL staff teach in an accessible way, was launched at the
inaugural UCL Interdisciplinary Conference on Disability on 9th May 2018.
This three hour course highlights how teaching in an inclusive way helps all students,
not just those with disabilities. It also explains how alongside our moral obligations, it
is also a legal requirement to make anticipatory reasonable adjustments for students
with disabilities. The information in this course will help you do this.
The course is based on the three principles of Universal Design for Learning:
Provide Multiple Means of Representation (the “what” of learning)
Provide Multiple Means of Action and Expression (the “how” of learning)
Principle III: Provide Multiple Means of Engagement (the “why” of learning)
This Moodle course is being piloted to help staff teach, both face to face and online,
in an accessible way.

This course was developed in a collaboration between two UCL teams: Angel Perez,
who is a Disability Adviser
from UCL Student Support and Wellbeing and Jessica Gramp, from the Digital
Education Advisory team. It leads on from work that started in the Accessible Moodle

project.
The authors would be grateful if you could attempt the course and provide feedback,
which can be done within the course itself.
Start the Accessible Teaching Practices course (and provide your feedback).

Help choose a name for our new educational blogging service
ISD is launching a new educational blogging service for 2018/19, but before that
happens, they need to choose a name for it that will form part of the URL. You can
help by voting for your favourite choice from the ones that were shortlisted.
Vote for a name for the new UCL educational blogging service.

Case Study
How a UCL Department improved assessment and feedback in
partnership with students with Turnitin
Mohammad El-Gendi is an undergraduate student in the Faculty of Laws and, as an
ASER Facilitator, assisted the UCL Department of Philosophy after it received
unsatisfactory feedback from students.

While this case study describes using Turnitin to collect assessments and then return
the feedback by email, the Digital Education team would encourage staff to return
feedback via Turnitin Assignments or Moodle Assignments. This way, students (and

their personal tutors) can take full advantage of Moodle MyFeedback, which shows
all their electronic assessment feedback and grades in one place.
Read the case study (with a short video) to learn how assessment and feedback was
improved.

The UCL Teaching and Learning Portal contains news, resources, case studies and
more to help you develop your teaching at UCL.
Submit a case study to the UCL Teaching and Learning portal.

What's on (and what's gone...)
Global Accessibility Awareness Day
Thursday 17 May
Join Blackboard online on May 17 to discuss trending topics on accessibility in
education.
These webinar sessions run at various times throughout the day. Check time zones
when booking.
Register for the Blackboard Global Accessibility webinars.

The next #LearnHack is closer than you think
2nd June at Base KX, King's Cross

#LearnHack is an opportunity for everyone in the UCL community to collaborate and
improve how we do things at UCL. - Bring your talent to solve a challenge!
Please help spread the word to your staff and students.
Tickets and further info are now available.

Exploring and understanding e-assessment practice at UCL: for Staff and
Students
Throughout JUNE 2018
All sessions run: 12.30-14.00 hrs
The Great E-Debate: to e-mark or not to e-mark

5th June 2018 12.30-14.00
Cruciform Building, B304 - LT1
.
Open to all staff and students - A debate focusing on the arguments for and against
the move from paper to screen – just what matters and what is central to the debate?
The session will include plenty of time for questions from the floor.
Good Practice in E-assessment

12 June 2018 12.30-14.00
Jeffrey Hall, Institute of Education
Open to all staff and students - A workshop and information session which will
present findings from ongoing research by Dr Mary Richardson (UCL IOE) into
academics’ E-assessment practices. This session will help both staff and students to
understand the key issues in E-assessment and will include practical activities
applicable to assessment practice using new technologies in all academic
disciplines.

Getting to grips with E-marking (staff only)

19 June 2018 12.30-14.00
PC Lab 2, Institute of Education Library
Open to staff only (training) – you must book for this session.
This session will provide targeted training for UCL staff who want to develop their Eassessment skills; it will comprise information and hands-on activities to practice
skills and to provide up to date guidance on using online assessments.
Register for Getting to Grips with E-Marking (staff only).

BLE/UoL User Experience Conference 2018
Thursday 28th - Friday 29th June
Hosted by Birkbeck, University of London
Following the University of London's successful conference Demystifying User
Experience Design & Testing last year, the Bloomsbury Learning Environment (BLE)
in partnership with the University of London (UoL) is holding a free, two-day event for
staff based at UoL member institutions on Thursday 28th and Friday 29th June.
On these two days, we are offering three distinct workshops, which are each focused
on different applications of UX. Come along to all three or select those that interest
you. Places are limited, so don’t delay registering your place!
Day 1: Thursday 28th June

am: User Research: focus groups, user testing and user feedback
pm: User Centred Content
Day 2: Friday 29th June

am: Moodle and Accessibility
Find out more and book your place at the UoL UX Conference 2018.

Run your own Digital Skills workshops

Do you need to support your students to develop their Word or Excel skills? ISD
Digital Skills Development have developed a series of facilitated workshops and we
would like to make these available for you to use within your curriculum. All
materials would be provided for you to use and adapt as appropriate. To find out
more, read the Digital Skills online leaflet.

Discovery Tool workshops

Bring along a sandwich and work through a new digital discovery tool, which is
designed to help you reflect on your digital expertise and confidence. Find out how to
make digital technologies work for you and get noticed for the skills you already
have.This one hour workshop will give participants access to an online Discovery
Tool* about professional digital practices in education. Based on responses to a selfadministered quiz, you will receive a personalised report with links and access to
resources and guidance.
The tool is designed to be reflective, informative and developmental – it’s not an
objective measure of an individual’s digital performance. Any personal data will not
be made available to anyone else and organisers only receive anonymised summary
data.

Workshops (taking place in Bloomsbury) have been organised for staff on:
14th May 12:30 - 13:30
17th May 12:30 - 13:30
18th May 12:00 - 13:00
Space is limited, so book your place via the Google Form as soon as you can here to
avoid disappointment.
*The tool, which is currently in beta, has been developed by Jisc. These workshops
will feed into a pilot in which we are participating.

Conference Talk and Echo360 Webinar
The recordings of recent conference talks and webinars given by members of the
Digital Education Team are now available to view online.
Learning to Walk the Talk
OER18, 17-18 April 2018
Deciding to create open educational resources (OER) is the easy part, but actually
developing OER is much more complicated.
In this talk Samantha Ahern discusses the issues raised in developing OER for
UCL's Research IT Services.
The talk abstract and a link to the recording of the talk are available on the OER18
conference website.
Data, the Lecture and Me
Echo360 Community Webinar, 2 May 2018
Learning analytics is having a moment, but what is it and what does it have to do
with my every day practice?
Learning technologies collect data that many of us do not think about. What data do
they collect, how accessible or interpretable is it and how could it help me reflect
upon and improve my teaching practice?
A recording of the webinar is available on the Echo360 website.

Online & Distance Learning

UCL's FutureLearn MOOCs are free to study and open to all. If you’re a member of
staff, delivering a MOOC can be an exciting way to engage the public and promote
understanding and use of UCL research. UCLeXtend, meanwhile, is UCL’s publicfacing learning platform and supports delivery of our range of non-credit bearing Life
Learning CPD and short courses.
If you’re interested in developing a MOOC or offering short courses via UCLeXtend,
please contact the UCLeXtend team.

The Many Faces of Dementia (21st May 2018, 5 weeks)
Explore the key issues in dementia care and research through stories, symptoms,
and the science of four less common diagnoses.
Sign up via FutureLearn

Well-being resources on Lynda.com

Did you know that this week is Mental Health Awareness week? This year the focus
is on stress, something we are all too familiar with, especially at exam time.
Personal development and well-being are not areas that most people immediately
associate with Lynda.com but there are actually a number of courses that directly
focus on topics like well-being, happiness, resilience, work-life balance and
positivity. Find out more on the Digital Education Blog

Tech focus
Did you know...?

The fastest way to upload files to Moodle is to drag and drop

You can drag and drop files onto the Moodle course homepage to upload them
quickly and then (with editing turned on) rename them by clicking the pen icon
alongside the file name and pressing enter to save the new name.
Watch the short video on the UCL Moodle guide for adding links, files and folders to
Moodle.

Questions
Is it possible to save annotated PDFs and feedback from Moodle
Assignments?
You can download the annotated PDF file, however, on our current
UCL Moodle theme, this column is obstructed by the blocks on the right. In the
new theme coming over summer you will be able to hide the blocks with one click
and make the page full-screen, so this won't be an issue any more.
For now, if you zoom out (Ctrl--) you can see the 'Annotate PDF' column. If you click
on the first link for each student the online marked PDF file with its annotations will
open.
There doesn't seem to be a way to download these in bulk from Moodle, but you can
use a browser plugin to do this pretty easily. Chrono Download Manager looks like a
popular option for Chrome Browser. You can filter by document (on the second tab)
and then filter again by PDF file. I think it will also download any PDFs that students
have submitted (i.e. the non-annotated files), but hopefully these are easy to sort by
filename, once downloaded.

Have you got ideas or experience here?

If so, please do share them, either via the Twitter hashtag #elearningUCL or via
the Moodle Users forum.
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