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Activities (Moodle) Activities in Moodle are educational things to do. They include, for example: 
discussing a topic in a forum, writing a journal entry, submitting an 
assignment, or completing a quiz. 

Baseline Moodle standards In June 2009 UCL Academic Committee agreed that taught modules should 
aim to have a Moodle presence by September 2011. See: http://bit.ly/dX8C96 

Blackboard Collaborate Blackboard Collaborate (currently being trialled at UCL) enables staff to run 
web-based sessions with remote students using audio, virtual whiteboards, 
text chat and video.  

BlikBook An online discussion forum tool that allows students to ask and answer 
questions and receive academic support. See: http://www.blikbook.com 

Block (Moodle) A section that appears either to the left or right of the main content in a 
Moodle course. Blocks usually contain additional information like contact 
details, navigation aids, or display information from external sources (using 
RSS feeds) or Moodle activities (like the random glossary entry block or the 
News forum block). 

Book (Moodle) A Moodle Resource in which you can display multiple pages of content. 

Certificate (Moodle) The Certificate module creates PDF certificates for students on a Moodle 
course and is completely customisable. You can add borders, watermarks, 
seals and show grade information. 

Chat (Moodle) The chat activity module allows participants to have a real-time synchronous 
discussion in a Moodle course. This can either be at a scheduled time, or left 
open for use at any time. 

Choice (Moodle) A choice activity allows the tutor to ask a question and specify a choice of 
multiple responses. It can be useful as a way for students to sign up to classes; 
a quick poll to stimulate thinking about a topic; to allow the class to vote on a 
direction for the course; or to gather research consent. Choice results can be 
exported to excel and there are various options including whether to allow 
students to view other responses or not. 

Cloud based system A web-based system accessed via a web browser or mobile application, with 
data stored on servers in one or more remote locations. Using cloud-based 
systems can raise data protection issues, since data may be stored outside of 
the EU. 

Computer based exams Exams that are undertaken on a computer. At UCL this usually means the use 
of Moodle quizzes to deliver multiple-choice, short answer and numeric 
answer questions - long answer essay style exams are not supported. 

Continuing Professional 
Development 

Maintaining one's knowledge and skills relating to one's profession. 

Course (Moodle) See Moodle course. 

CPD See Continuing Professional Development. 

Database (Moodle) The database activity module allows the teacher and/or students to build, 
display and search a bank of record entries about a topic. The format and 
structure of these entries is customisable. The data can include images, files, 
URLs, numbers and text. 

http://www.blikbook.com/


UCL E-Learning Glossary of Terms 

www.ucl.ac.uk/e-learning 2 of 5 

Digital Learning Objects A re-usable multimedia resource developed to teach a single learning 
outcome. This could be in the form of one or more of the following: video, 
quiz, interactive animation, text, images, audio clip, simulation. 

e-Examinations See Computer based exams. 

ELE UCL E-Learning Environment’s team includes the E-Learning Advisory team 
who authored this report. 

Electronic assignment 
submissions 

At UCL students on some modules submit electronic files to Moodle that can 
then be accessed by academic and administrative staff. Assignments may then 
be printed, bulk downloaded, graded and electronic feedback provided.  

Electronic Reading Lists See Library Reading Lists. 

Electronic voting handset A handset containing numbered buttons that allow students to vote on 
questions posed in a lecture. The response data can then be displayed in a bar 
chart within PowerPoint. 

E-Portfolio A collection of electronic evidence (such as text, electronic files, images, 
multimedia, blog entries and hyperlinks) that is assembled and managed 
online. At UCL we use a system called Mahara (myportfolio.ucl.ac.uk).  

Etherpad An online editor that allows collaborative editing of documents in real time, 
with a chat alongside the editor for synchronous discussions. 

File (Moodle) An electronic resource uploaded to Moodle with a link from the Moodle 
course home page that allows students to download it for viewing. Files may 
be restricted to being available only after certain conditions have been met - 
such as after a specific date and time has passed. 

Flipping the lecture See Lecture Flipping. 

Folder (Moodle) A hierarchical list of files that can be downloaded by students by clicking on 
the folder name from the Moodle course homepage. Folders may also contain 
sub-folders. Folders can help to de-clutter a Moodle course homepage - which 
may otherwise contain long lists of individual documents. 

Formative Quizzes Non-credit-bearing quizzes that help a student to understand what they do 
and don't know; allow them to consolidate their learning during the term; and 
practice before an examination. 

Glossary (Moodle) Allows tutors and students to create and maintain a list of definitions, like a 
dictionary. These can be automatically linked from text appearing within 
Moodle pages, books etc. 

GradeMark (Turnitin) See Turnitin GradeMark. 

Hot Question (Moodle) A tool for students to pose questions about a topic that can be voted on by 
other students, resulting in a list of prioritised questions for the tutor. 

IMS content package 
(Moodle) 

The IMS Content Packaging specification makes it possible to store chunks of 
material in a standard format which can be re-used in different systems, 
without having to convert the material into new formats. The IMS content 
package in Moodle enables such content packages to be uploaded and 
included in Moodle courses. 
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LaTeX A type-setting language commonly used to display mathematical equations 
electronically (including natively in Moodle pages, books, lessons & quizzes). 

Learning Forums (Moodle) An asynchronous discussion forum where students can ask coursework 
related questions. 

Learning Objects See Digital Learning Objects. 

Lecture flipping The idea of providing the content usually presented in a lecture (usually via 
short 20 minute videos) beforehand, to allow students to reflect on the 
materials and pose questions. The lecture time is then used to interact with 
students - commonly answering the questions they encountered when 
reviewing the content. 

Lecturecast An automated system for recording lectures and subsequently making them 
available via Moodle and webpages. It uses the Echo360 system. 

LectureScribe A system to produce animated whiteboard lectures from a tablet PC or 
electronic whiteboard: http://people.cs.clemson.edu/~bcdean/lscribe 

Lesson (Moodle) The lesson module presents a series of pages (containing text, images, video 
etc.) to the student who is usually asked to make some sort of choice 
underneath the content area. The choice will send them to a specific page in 
the Lesson. In a Lesson page's simplest form, the student can select a 
continue button at the bottom of the page, which will send them to the next 
page in the Lesson. 

Library Reading Lists A central access point for electronic copies of UCL reading lists. The online 
reading lists are linked to the Library catalogue and provides links to 
electronic versions of journal articles where UCL has a subscription to that 
journal and links to other web-based resources. 

Link (Moodle) A hyperlink available from the Moodle course homepage that takes a student 
to web page when they click on it. Note: Hyperlinks can also be added 
anywhere the Moodle text editor appears - i.e. within Moodle pages, books, 
quizzes, lessons, blocks etc. 

Livescribe 3 A digital pen that records audio while you write notes on special dot paper 
and can communicate with an iPhone or iPad to display the text as it is written 
on the screen. This can then be recorded or projected. 

MCQ See Multiple Choice Question. 

Moodle UCL's centrally supported virtual learning environment (VLE). Moodle is a free, 
open-source system used to create online learning sites across the world. 

Moodle course  An area of the Moodle VLE that is commonly used to contain e-learning 
activities and resources for taught programmes or modules. 

MOOC A Massive Open Online Course allows large groups of participants to complete 
studies (usually for free) via an e-learning platform. Some MOOCs are free to 
participate, but charge for assessment and certification. 

Multiple Choice Question A quiz question type where students choose from a list of potential answers. 

News forum (Moodle) An asynchronous discussion forum where staff can post announcements to 
students. Students cannot post or reply within news forums - only staff can. 
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Offline electronic marking Marking assessments on a computer without having to be connected to the 
Internet. E.g. using Word or PDF annotation tools, then returning these via 
Moodle Assignments. 

Online electronic marking Marking assessments via an online grading tool, such as Turnitin GradeMark. 
An Internet connection is required unless the offline iPad app is used. 

Opinio UCL's centrally supported web-based survey system that allows question 
branching and people external to UCL to respond. 

Page (Moodle) A single web page within a Moodle course that is linked from the Moodle 
course homepage. Pages are commonly used to display short text, images, 
video etc. Using pages can help to de-clutter a Moodle course homepage. 

Piazza A Q&A forum with real-time updates, wiki-style editing, endorsed posts, 
student-to-student learning and instructor feedback. See: https://piazza.com 

Questionnaire (Moodle) A Moodle Activity that allows students to answer questions either 
anonymously or not. Commonly used for programme and module evaluations. 

Quiz (Moodle) The Quiz activity module allows the teacher to design and build quizzes 
consisting of a large variety of question types, including multiple choice, true-
false, and short answer questions. These questions are kept in the Question 
bank and can be re-used in different quizzes. At UCL quizzes are used for 
formative (non-credit bearing) as well as credit-bearing assessment, including 
high-stakes, invigilated exams. Quizzes are automatically marked (unless 
essay-style questions are being used); can show different feedback depending 
on a student's answer; and provide staff with a statistics report to analyse 
student performance and improve (or remove) poorly written questions. 

Resources (Moodle) Links from a Moodle course homepage to files, folders, pages, books (multiple 
pages with a menu), links and SCORM (learning) objects. 

Scheduler (Moodle) The Scheduler module helps you to schedule one-on-one appointments with 
all your students. You specify the periods during which you are available to 
see the students and the length of each appointment. The students then book 
themselves into one of the available timeslots. The module also lets you 
record the attendance and grade the appointment. 

SCORM packages (Moodle) SCORM (Sharable Content Object Reference Model) is a collection of 
specifications that enable interoperability, accessibility and reusability of web-
based learning content. Moodle SCORM packages can be used to display and 
collect feedback from interactive learning objects (include quizzes) created 
outside of Moodle using SCORM compliant software such as Xerte. 

Skype Skype is free software that can be installed on computers and mobile devices 
to enable people to chat via text, audio and video. 

Slideshow (Moodle) The Slideshow module allows a tutor to easily display a folder of images, 
without having to worry about or understand the best way of resizing files for 
screen size or download file size. The module generates thumbnails and will 
resize images that exceed size limits to within the maximum dimensions set 
globally within UCL Moodle. 

STACK STACK is an open-source system for computer-aided assessment in 
Mathematics and related disciplines, with emphasis on formative assessment. 
See: http://stack.bham.ac.uk 

https://piazza.com/
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Summative quizzes Credit-bearing (UCL Moodle) quizzes, undertaken either unsupervised for low-
stake tests; or in invigilated computer rooms for high stakes examinations. 

Survey (Moodle) The Survey module is a course activity that provides a number of verified 
survey instruments, which have been found useful in assessing and 
stimulating learning in online environments. Teachers can use these to 
gather data from their students that will help them learn about their class 
and reflect on their own teaching. The survey questions cannot be modified. 
To create a survey with your own questions you will need to use a Moodle 
Questionnaire instead. 

Tablet A general-purpose computer contained in a single panel. Its distinguishing 
characteristic is the use of a touch screen as the input device. See: 
http://bit.ly/exCb0C 

Turnitin assignment A web-based plagiarism prevention system available to staff and students 
via Moodle that shows matches to text in journals, other student 
submissions and on the Internet. It also provides the amount of matching 
text in the document as a % score. Staff can use Turnitin to collect written 
(Word and PDF) assignments electronically. Turnitin also contains an online 
grading system called GradeMark. 

Turnitin GradeMark A web-based grading and marking system that is available via UCL Moodle in 
Turnitin that allows staff to enter students' grades, save comments for re-
use, provide general written feedback, record audio feedback and use 
rubrics (marking criteria). 

Virtual Learning 
Environment  

A web-based system providing the means for staff to easily create e-learning 
activities and resources for students to access online. 

VLE See Virtual Learning Environment. 

Web conferencing The technology that enables web-based sessions with remote students using 
audio, virtual whiteboards, text chat and video. AT UCL we are currently 
trailing Blackboard Collaborate. 

Wiki (Moodle) A tool that allows staff and students to collaborate on a document. Changes 
are saved in the 'history' so that the document can be rolled back to a 
previous version, if necessary. 

Wordle An online tool that creates a word cloud from text. Words that occur more 
often appear larger than others that are less frequent. Wordles can be used 
to understand key themes in documents or to present ideas visually and 
simply. See: http://www.wordle.net 

Workshop (Moodle) Workshop is a peer assessment activity that manages student submissions 
and the allocation of peer-markers. Students can mark their own work, as 
well as peer assess other students' work. While design flaws in the Moodle 
1.9 version prevented its use, this tool has been significantly improved in 
Moodle 2.0 and is now being used successfully by some staff at UCL. 

Xerte Xerte allows e-learning materials to be quickly authored using browser-
based tools, with no programming required. Xerte Online Toolkits (which 
UCL is currently trialling) is aimed at content authors, who will assemble 
content using simple wizards. See: http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/xerte 

 

http://www.wordle.net/

