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Simple User Guide for Moodle Activity - ‘CHOICE’  
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Introduction 
Are planning interactive lectures laborious and time-consuming? This simple yet effective Moodle 

activity called ‘Choice’ can make classes engaging for the students and easy for lecturers to 

implement. It is easy to use, even t for big lectures! Students can participate by voting for what they 

think is the right answer, and the final results can be displayed. It is a great tool for the lecturer as 

they can see what the students understand in real-time and tailor their lessons accordingly. This 

guide shows how to create a generic Choice activity which can be reset and re-used during lectures.  

How can Choice be used?  
 Checking knowledge/understanding 

 Gauging opinions   

 Keeping students alert & engaged 

Once set up, a Choice activity can be used, and reused, for spontaneous as well as planned activities. 

How to Set-up Choice 
Before you start, make sure you are on your course page, have clicked ‘turn editing on’ (top 

right hand corner), and are on the correct topic/section. 

Basic Format 
Step 1: Click on ‘add an activity or resource’ located at the right-hand corner of each topic section 

(circled in red). 

 

Step 2: Find and add the ‘Choice’ activity from the list as shown below: 
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You should get a page like the one below: 

 

Step 3: Type your ‘Choice name’ in the box provided.  

Step 4: In the description box you may add any relevant material (e.g. images to aid the activity). 

Step 5: The ‘options’ setting can be used to set the relevant parameters. For example, if the ‘Allow 

choice to be updated’ is selected with a ‘No’ then students will not be able to change their answer 

once posted.  
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Step 6: In the boxes given as ‘Option 1, 2, 3,’ etc. a general (non-specific) A, B, C ect  option can be 

listed respectively. This will allow you to re-use the same Choice activity for different questions. 

Step 7: Click on ‘Results’ to choose how you want the results (if any) to be displayed to the students. 

Here ‘Do not publish results to students’ has been selected so the results will not show on student 

Moodle accounts.  

 

 

Step 8: Press the ‘Save and Display’ button to finish. In student view, a page like the one 

below will be displayed.  

 

 

 

Step 9: The student is able to choose one of the three options (A, B or C). Then they press ‘Save my 

choice’ (circled in red). Below is a display of the next page:  

Choice name 

Description 

Choices 

Student View 
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Step 10: In lecturer view, you will be able to see a log of all the student responses by clicking on the 

‘View x responses’ link on the right hand side of the page (circled in red), where x is the number of 

votes received so far, 1 in this example.  

 

Step 11: You will be able to see a log of all the responses, as shown below. The log allows lecturers 

to track the progress of the class and tailor their lesson  accordingly.  These responses can be 

downloaded, for future reference, in ODS, Excel (recommended) or text format, using the buttons at 

the bottom of the screen. 

Step 12: You can re-set the activity by clicking ‘Select all’, under the list of responders, and then 

‘choose an action…’, and selecting ‘delete’. This will erase all choices.  The choices of individual 

students may be reset by clicking the box next to their name followed by ‘delete’ from the ‘choose 

an action …’ drop down menu.  

 

Student View 
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Further Settings  
The settings can be changed such that the Choice activity is displayed to the student in a vertical 

format: in the set up screen the ‘Display mode for the options’ is changed to ‘Display vertically’ 

(circled in red). 

  

The resulting display can be seen below:  

 

Other settings can be changed within the ‘options’ 

drop down, e.g. Click ‘Yes’ to ‘Allow choice to be 

updated’ and ‘Allow more than one choice to be 

selected’. By doing this, students will be able to 

changer their answer any number of times and they 

will be able to select more than one answer if they 

wish.  

In the student view these settings will produce a 

display like the one shown below. The student may 

click and save multiple choices. They may also remove 

their choices using the ‘Remove my choice’ button 

(circled in red).  

Student View 
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Student View 

 

In the ‘Results’ section of the settings you may wish to let students see all responses from the class 

by selecting ‘Show results to students after they answer’ in the ‘Publish results’ row. You may keep 

the results anonymous to the students by selecting ‘Publish anonymous results, do not show student 

name’ in the ‘Privacy of results’ row, as shown below. 

 

With these settings a graph of results like the one below is seen by the student.  The lecturer will 

also be able to also see the graph, but only if they submit a ‘choice’. The lecturer still has the option 

of viewing the breakdown of responses, by clicking the ‘view x responses’ link (circled in red).  This 

link is the only difference between the student view and the lecturer.  
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It is possible to restrict access to the activity e.g. until a certain date and time:  The ‘Restrict 

answering to this time period’ is ticked (as circled) and a date and time is set for when it opens and 

closes.  

 

Limitations 
 This activity requires good Wi-Fi access within the lecture theatre and that all students have 

access to a web enabled device (Smart phone, tablet, laptop). 

 Only predefined answers can be selected by students, so it cannot be used if the student wishes 

to express their views/ write comments, etc.  

 Multiple questions cannot be answered in a single Choice tool without the lecturer refreshing 

the tool each time. Consequently, it will not be possible, for example, answers to ten questions 

to be saved so students can use them latter during revision. If this is important consider  

o using the ‘heat’ feature in the ‘Hot Question’ tool instead   

o saving screen captures of the ‘Choice’ results graph before each refresh  

or  

o duplicating the activity and having a separate ‘Choice’ for each question: With ‘Editing on’   

Click ‘Edit’ (circled red). A dialogue will appear, select ‘Duplicate’ as shown.  

 

Advantages  
 Provides an interactive form of teaching and learning 

 Is quick and simple 

 Provides automatic results  
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 Suitable for large groups 

 Does not require additional software to be downloaded by students or the lecturers 

 Contains all the enrolled students so changing settings/restrictions, etc. is simple and hassle 

free 

 Can be adapted to use in many different scenarios 

Example Case Study  
Scenario 1 – Choice used as a simple Voting Tool in class. For example, questions can be asked as 

quick knowledge check. The lecturer can list questions on PowerPoint slide for example and a 

generic choice tool can be used to answer them, resetting the activity between each question.  

 

Scenario 2 – Choice can be used to assess the thought process of students. During a medical ethics 

class interactive case studies from the GMC (General Medical Council) website (as shown below) 

were explored.  The site asked visitors to read the case study and pick one of the three options – 

selecting what they think the doctor should do. In the lecture, students voted via a Moodle Choice 

activity and the lecturer entered the most popular answer into the GMC webpage.  Where that was 

‘wrong’ or a lot of the students voted for a different answer, the other option(s) that was also 

checked. 

 For the question shown below, the lecturer was able to see that the majority of students thought 

option C was the best. However, the most appropriate answer was option B, selected by 1/3 of the 

students. Feedback from the students indicated that this was a very helpful way of exploring a tricky 

subject, where there are often no straight answers.  
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Moodle Choice: Student view 

GMC Website  


